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New Year, Old Friends, New Places to Visit

The January General Members meeting kicks off a new
year of exciting rides and interesting places to visit. To start,
we return after more than a year since our last time in San
Leandro for a comfortable private back room at Dick's
Restaurant, where some of the officers will do an "updated
show-and-tell" on bike accessories reported on last spring.

This would be a good time for you to bring your recently
received motorcycle toys and presents to display for others.
Ellen says it's never to early to start next year's shopping list.

There will also be a raffle, of course, and a preview of the
meeting locations calendar still being developed for this year.

After Meeting Activities

Erika James will lead a ride to visit the Oakland Museum
exhibit: What's Going On?—California and the Vietnam Era

Intro: "The Vietnam War inflamed a social divide that
evolved into unprecedented cultural and political movements
on the West Coast and in turn redefined America."

"The 7G00-square-foot exhibition includes more than 500
historical artifacts, photographs and documents interwoven
with film clips, music, and oral histories, many contributed
from veterans and former refugees. The exhibition covers the
period from the Cold War of the 1950s to the present, with
emphasis on the decade from President Johnson's escalation
of the Vietnam War in 1965 through the war's end, in 1975."

Special entry price for Sunday 1/9 only: $5 (normally $13)
For more, see http://www.museumca.org/visit/index.html
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WHEN: Sunday, January 9, 10:00 am
WHERE: Dick's Restaurant 510-357-5639

3188 Alvarado Street, San Leandro CA 94577
COST: $12 per person

DIRECTIONS: Exit I-880 at Marina Blvd heading East
Turn RIGHT at Alvarado St (2 blocks)
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RIDING YOUR FAULT LINES - HOW | RODE LOMA PRIETA AND SURVIVED TO HAVE LUNCH IN HALF MOON BAY

The January 2005 Club ride will be your first chance to
ride along several earthquake faults before the next big one
(February's ride, of course).

The ride route will cover portions of the Hayward Fault in
Milpitas (our meeting place), cross the Calaveras fault
(eastern San Jose), run along the San Andreas (Santa Clara
G-8) to Highway 152 to Mt. Madonna County Park, along
Loma Prieta / Summit Road (top of the Santa Cruz Mountain
ridges) to Highway 17 to Santa Cruz to Highway 1, along the
Pacific to lunch in Half Moon Bay.

WHEN: Sunday January 23, 2005 at the Omega Coffee
Shop (location of November 2004 meeting - you did
attend ?) 90 South Park Victoria Drive, Milpitas, Ca 95035
Tel: 408-946-8748. Ride Leader Bob Kuykendall will be
there for breakfast at 8:30 am.

WHERE: Exit I-680 at East Calaveras, heading east turn right
at South Park Victoria Drive. Do not park in front. Park to
the side of the building.

RIDE DEPARTS at 9:30 am. Gas stations are nearby, be
ready to leave on time.

RIDE LENGTH: 125 miles. Ride maps will be provided before
the ride starts.

LUNCH: The Happy Cooker, 211 San Mateo Road, Half Moon
bay, on SR 92 about 0.5 mi from SR 1. Tel: 650-726-2260

SHINE ONLY: This ride is shine only. If it has been raining
earlier, but is clear on Sunday morning the route may be
altered to avoid potentially muddy conditions in the Santa
Cruz Mountains along Loma Prieta Road.

QUESTIONS: Call Bob Kuykendall - cell: 925-570-9957 or
email denaligp @ ix.netcom.com

It's only your fault if you miss this faultless January ride.



Central Cal BMW Riders

How did | get HERE?

Seems a few months ago, | |
was happily riding my
Harley-Davidson Electra Glide
Sport, enjoying noisy pipes, the
vibration and eccentricities that
only an American Twin can
produce - even tagging along on
the Range of Light ... Just
imagine the ribbing | received on
that ride! g

Ahhh, but that's when it
happened: that faint clicking
somewhere in the valve-train
had turned into a clunking sound
that appeared and disappeared
occasionally. Thinketh |,
mechanical things don't fix
themselves, so into a very
fortunate turn of events | landed.

A new shop (specializing in
HD) was open Labor Day and
had a great mechanic on duty.
Patrick Mulrooney still
considered himself on duty and
drove all the way from Fremont
where he had ended his ROL
Chase driving, back to
Plymouth, CA (near Jackson) to rescue
yours truly and Julie who gets big points
for doing ROL as a passenger.

I'l never truly be able to repay him
for that sacrifice.

One very expensive engine
overhaul, various metal shavings and
spare parts later, | found myself staring
at a somewhat trusty steed I'd shared
adventures with for over 12 years. |
found myself emotionally detached all of
a sudden. | don't know what the number
3 represents, but this was the third time
I'd been stranded by this mount.

Recurring visions of the components
and "spare parts" that the mechanic
reviewed with me got the Engineering
side of me to shudder. This thing really
is a tractor motor. Older technology can
be a good thing for dependability - my
airplane engine is based on 1940's
design technology and it and many
others like it just keep on running.

But there has to be a better way.

Back to Patrick: He and | have
known and ridden with each other for
about 4 years now. In that time, he's
always respected the noise and "image"
| put out. When | started grumbling and
using words like, "reliability”, "service
intervals”, "modern technology”, and

Michael Lyman was a guest of Patrick Mulrooney at the December meeting ... until Patrick
gifted him with this shirt. It convinced Michael to join the club. The shirt reads: This is your
brain. <BMW symbol> This is your brain on drugs. <Harley symbol> Any Questions?

"engineering”, the salesman side of
Patrick appeared.

To say that Patrick knows a lot
about BMW motorcycles and
accompanying technology is an
understatement -- so too is the notion
that he missed his true calling in life.

So | test rode the R1150RS, RT,
K1200RS, and GT. Nice handling, great
braking, excellent reputation, but didn't
really knock my socks off at first. |
thought I'd really like the R-RS or the
K-RS, but riding home on the HD was
such a laid-back cruising position, | very
much doubted my body's ability to cope
with a sport riding position.

But the smoothness and speed of
the K was as seductive as slipping into a
hot spring - nothing but a contented,
continuous exhale of vowels ...

| couldn't shake the memory.
Traveling all around the world it invaded
my thoughts. Patrick keep the fire fueled
with website after website of educational
content. | was getting smart on the K. |
was emotionally settling on the
K1200GT.

| had to check the ergonomics
again. | wanted 1 hour with this
go-fast-rocket-ship to see if | could even
remotely contemplate doing an Iron Butt.
Cal BMW said take it to Hwy 280, do a
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waddleshedoo, check out the twisties in
the hills, then please, bring it back. A
shrewd bit of selling, that.

Pre-approved, insurance checked,
and while traveling in Japan and
Germany, we faxed back and forth and
sealed the deal. | stepped off the
airplane straight to the delivery (literally).
A cold and rainy evening - perfect: good
karma. Adventure always.

The definition of torture is having to
keep a K motor below 4,000RPM for
600 miles. | may have slipped past that
a little a few times (look of innocence,
"Really, Officer, there's no way | was
going that fast - I'm breaking in the
engine ...").

The initial service out of the way, it's
now smooth as glass and eager to fly.
I'm eager to let it fly too on the fun back
roads of this great riding area. Even
after just the daily commute, there is
nothing but a contented smile on my
face. Even my body is cooperating - the
riding position is different, but
comfortable. Could also be the heated
grips and seat!

Maybe this is a mid-life crisis. Is that
a bad thing? Maybe that's how | got
here...

Michael Lyman, new CCBR Member






